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Electronic Voting Unlikely to be used in Next Election
By Carl O’Brien

The electronic voting system, which has cost in excess of EUR 50 million, is unlikely to be used
in the next general election, according to the Minister for the Environment.

It may now be several years before any of the voting machines, which are being stored at an
annual cost of EUR 685,000 a year, will be used on a national scale. The next local and
European elections are scheduled for 2009.

A spokesman for the Minister said yesterday that Mr Roche "did not envisage" the electronic
voting machines would be used in the next general election, which will take place no later than
the summer of 2007.

A new round of assessment and testing of the controversial voting system is likely to take several
months before it is fully completed.

Although electronic voting was used on a trial basis in the last general election, the system was
put on hold when questions arose over the ownership and integrity of the electronic code
underpinning the system. Almost EUR 400,000 has been spent on testing the system.

A spokesman for Mr Roche said there was no question of the electronic voting system being
scrapped and added that the machines had an estimated lifespan of between 20 and 30 years.

"The Government position is that we're still testing the system because we want to reassure
people about the integrity and security of the system. Minister Roche doesn't envisage that the
system will be available for the next election because of time constraints,” he said.

"The intention is that they will be used, unless we're told otherwise by the commission the
independent Commission on Electronic Voting ."

Consultants appointed by the Government are testing the system and addressing security
concerns. They are due to report back to the Minister within weeks.

Following these tests, the Commission on Electronic VVoting will analyse whatever changes are
recommended. It will report back to the Minister after a period of months, according to
commission officials.

"We're particularly concerned about doing the job right. Time is secondary, in our book," a
spokesman said.

The 75,000 mostly unused machines are being stored in warehouses and other facilities around
the country.

The Minister's spokesman said Mr Roche was concerned about storage costs and was looking at
a range of cost-cutting measures, including moving the machines to a central location. He has
asked the Minister for Defence to examine whether this was possible.

Labour's environment spokesman Eamon Gilmore TD said the Government's approach to
introducing electronic voting was wasteful and had undermined public confidence.



He also questioned the actions of the former minister for the environment, Martin Cullen, in
pushing ahead with the decision to purchase the 75,000 electronic voting machines in the face of
widespread doubts over the security of the system.

A spokesman for Mr Cullen, now Minister for Transport, said the decision to introduce
electronic voting had been endorsed by the Government.

Subsequent decisions over the introduction and testing of the system were also agreed by the
Government, he added.

Much of the criticism of the new voting system has focused on the lack of a paper trail, while
some experts have said the proposed system is so compromised that it must be scrapped.

The Government had hoped to introduce electronic voting on a national level in the local and
European elections last year, but the plans were thrown into disarray after the Commission on
Electronic Voting said it could not recommend using the system. E-VOTING: A SYSTEM
WITH A HISTORY OF CONTROVERSY

December 17th, 2000

Minister for the environment Noel Dempsey says electronic voting machines will be used for the
first time in a selected number of constituencies at the next general election.

Once satisfied that they work, he says that they will be used nationally in the 2004 local
elections.

May 17th, 2002

The electronic voting system is used for the first time in Dublin North, Dublin West and Meath
during the general election.

The results of all counts are announced simultaneously, prompting anger that it did not give
losing candidates time to prepare for their result. In particular, the public manner in which Nora
Owen (right) learned that she lost her seat after 21 years is criticised.

June 17th, 2003

Electronic voting will be introduced in all constituencies for the European and local elections
next year, the Government confirms. It says the estimated cost will be EUR 36 million.

December 18th, 2003

The Joint Oireachtas Committee of Environment and Local Government has voted to endorse the
Government's electronic voting system a week after hearing serious reservations about the safety
of the system.

It votes by nine to four in favour of the system after its Fianna Fail and PD members give
unanimous support to the initiative.

February 4th, 2004

Minister for the environment Martin Cullen announces a EUR 4.5 million public information
campaign around electronic voting in advance of using the system on a national basis in the local
and European Parliament elections in June. He says the system will be safer, more accurate and
faster.



February 13th, 2004

Fine Gael, Labour and the Green Party jointly propose a Dail motion to defer the introduction of
electronic voting until an independent electoral commission has been set up to allay public
concern over the new system.

February 17th, 2004

The Taoiseach announces the establishment of an independent panel to deal with electronic
voting, as the Opposition parties sharply criticise the Government's handling of the issue.

May 1st, 2004

Plans to roll-out electronic voting in the June election are abandoned after the independent
Commission on Electronic Voting says it cannot recommend using the system.

Opposition parties call for the resignation of Minister Cullen, who describes the Commission's
report as a "bad day" for himself.

September 28th, 2004

The Comptroller and Auditor General criticises the Government's stewardship of the electronic
voting project. He says the initiative should have been subject to more rigorous appraisal before
it was bought, given the scale of expenditure required.

September 26th, 2005

Minister for the Environment Dick Roche (right) says it is "most unlikely" that electronic voting
will be used for the general election, due in 2007.



